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revolution without taking part in it, but not, how-
ever, without protest and remonstrance. Claiming
special rights as a close and necessarily interested
neighbor, the United States constantly made sug-
gestions as to the manner of the contest and its
settlement. Some of these Spain grudgingly al-
lowed, and it was in part by American insistence
that slavery was finally abolished in the island.
Further internal reform, however, was not the
wish and was perhaps beyond the power of Spain.
Although the revolution was seemingly brought to
a close in 1878, its embers continued to smolder
for nearly a score of years until in 1895 they again
burst into flame.

War in Cuba could not help affecting in a very
intimate way the people of the United States.
They bought much the greater part of the chief
Cuban crops, sugar and tobacco. American capi-
tal had been invested in the island, particularly in
plantations. For years Cubans of liberal tendencies
had sent their sons to be educated in the United

States, very many of whom had been natural-
ized before returning home. Cuba was but ninety

miles from Florida, and much of our coastwise
shipping passed in sight of the island. The people
of the United States were aroused to sympathy